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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Newly elected Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, recently
announced the 'Australia 2020 Summit' which will bring
together the nation's best and brightest brains to discuss
some of the meaty topics facing our nation. It is always
refreshing to hear people talking about the need to bring
together the country's best and brightest, with the implication
that they have a critical role to play in our future.

| was particularly impressed by his stated intention to "shake
the tree a bit and see what the nation's got to offer."” In my
opinion there should be more tree shaking. Tree shaking
involves taking a step away from the everyday routine. It
involves challenging how things are normally done and being
prepared to step back with an open mind and wait to see what
emerges.

The reality is that, especially in our schools, it often takes a
good shake to get the best and brightest to emerge. Contrary
to popular opinion, they're not always obvious, or successful,
or even happy. In fact, many fail to reach anywhere near their
full potential.

It is crucial that we continue to highlight the correlation
between helping gifted and talented children to reach their
potential at school and having talented adults to move our
nation forward in the future.

As the new school year gets underway | encourage you to
continue to work with GATCA, your schools and within the
community to develop strategies to nurture the next
generation of Australia's "best and brightest".

And, if your school looks at you dubiously, perhaps you could
mention that the Prime Minister thinks it's a good idea!

Please Note: the views expressed in this publication are those
of the authors of the articles, and do not necessarily represent
the opinions of GATCA WA.
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parents and teachers are encouraged to use the Discussion boards

that have been included on the GATCA website. Follow the link from the navigation bar of
www.gatcawa.org

in 2007 2 teachers were awarded $500 each towards further study in

the area of gifted education. Study Scholarships will be available again during 2008. If you are
undertaking post graduate studies in gifted education in WA and like to apply for study assistance
please contact Kriss Muskett for more information.

You are invited to send your experiences, children’s stories,

work samples or anything else that you want to see in the Grapevine to
derrin@thinkingahead.com.au for consideration.

Links to Books and Resources for Parents

Free Spirit Publishing . A range of books about giftedness including the social and
emotional side of the equation http://www.freespirit.com/

Dr Deborah Ruf's website http://www.educationaloptions.com/

For everything gifted check out Hoagies website http://www.hoagiesqifted.org/

For games to challenge gifted children have a look at the Mensa Boutique site
http://www.mensaboutique.com/ and the links to Fox Mind games

Educational opportunities and places to find answer Seveiinn
Cogito http://www.cogito.org/ in conjunction with John Hopkins. Courseware info here
http://www.cogito.org/SitesTools/siteslist.aspx?Courseware

The Why Files http://whyfiles.org/
Astronomy picture of the day http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.qov/apod/astropix.html

The Boston Children’s Museum Interactive site. A Green Museum
http://www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/index.html

Global Education . The Stuff of Life Quiz. Investigate our dependency on the environment
http://www.globaleducation.edna.edu.au/globaled/quiz?action=viewQuiz&quizld=1738

Links and Resources for Teachers

JASON Expedition for 2008-2009 year. Operation Res ilient Planet Want to learn how to
save whales on the brink of extinction? Investigate how organisms compete to survive? Protect fragile coral
reefs? These are just some of the activities for JASON's upcoming curriculum, Operation: Resilient Planet.
http://www.jason.org/public/feature/FeatureDetail.aspx?fid=76

Problem Based Learning resources
http://www.iearn-canada.org/guideontheside.html

Examples of projects can be found on the International Telementor program site
http://www.telementor.org/participate.cfm

Global School Net . Linking kids around the world. http://www.globalschoolnet.org/ some
excellent programs across a range of disciplines

EUMY Extension units for Middle Years  have been developed for gifgted learners and are
available at a very reasonable cost to both teachers and for home use.
http://www.eumyeducation.com/
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OPENING HOURS

O The library will be open from 1-

3pm on Wednesday afternoons

i/\\/f The GATCA Library is now and by appointment

located at

Perth Modern School in the Thomas St Building.

To find it, enter via Subiaco Rd - turn into the driveway on the east side of the gymnasium
(the only two storey building) and follow the signs from there.

"

The 250 conference sessions from the 2008 National Association for Gifted Children
conference in USA will be available in electronic format shortly.

Barefoot Irreverence by James Delisle

%

Upside Down Brilliance: The Visual Spatial Learner by Linda K Silverman

! " # # $# "#
# % # " #$ &% $
% # % #
'# %

This text is out of print in the USA however due to the high level of demand this book has been
reprinted in Australia and 2 copies will be availab  le from the GATCA library

¥ & " ( () *

Your Eyes Only is a new creative grant opportunity for young people 12 -15 years to celebrate the strengths of
their community by submitting a creative image celebrating their community through their eyes.
Successful applicants will nominate a community group working with young people in their community (for
example a school, youth group or sporting group) to receive a donation. This donation would then be used by
the community group to further its work by either purchasing much needed equipment or adding funds to an
existing program.

Further information and guidelines
http://www.youngaustralians.org/fund/ya fund your eyes only.asp
and

http://www.youngaustralians.org/fund/2008/YourEyesOnly Guidelines 2008.pdf
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These events are free to members . The venue for Term 1
Information nights will be Perth Modern School. Enter via Subiaco
Rd (turn into the driveway on the east side of the Gym (2 story building)

and follow the signs from there
Information Nights are held from 7.30 — 9.00 pm on the 1
Wednesday of each month. Discussion and coffee follows the
information session.

Please check the Parents Forum on the website for more
information each month about the topic.

March 5th
April 2nd
May 7™

Please phone Kriss on 9385-7962 to let her know if
will be attending

you

Geckos
The Geckos Group meets regularly. Contact
Kriss Muskett on 9385 7962 for more information.

Other groups will be formed if
there is sufficient demand

Postgraduate Certificate in Gifted and

&

The children who previously
attended the Early Learners'
Group have grown up and
moved on to school.

A few parents
have been in
touch with
GATCA with
young children. If you would like
to meet up with other parents
and their young children, or
would be willing to co-ordinate a
group for parents with pre-
schoolers, contact Kriss on
9385 7962.

Psych Assessments

Fiona Smith will be returning
to Perth again later in the
year. Please contact Kriss

Muskett on

9385-7962 to discuss testing

for your child.

Physics, Chemisty and Maths

Talented Education at Murdoch University

Prep and Primer Classes

Enrolments welcome for Semester 1 2008.
This is the first postgraduate course in gifted education
available in WA.

Short course format addressing the theoretical and
practical aspects of gifted pedagogy and program
delivery. Suitable for classroom teachers, educators
involved in leadership, policy and program

These workshops are held at Murdoch
University South Street Campus each
term. Term 1 Prep courses for Yr 6 and
above and Primer for Secondary Students
Contact Jennifer Searcy at
j.searcy@murdoch.edu.au or 9360 6015

implementation at all levels from early childhood to
_ secondary.

Da Vinci Machines Exhibition 28 March - 21 July 2008 Perth Convention Centre,.. -

or 9386 4783

%

AA

&

Experience the incredible inventions of Leonardo da Vinci come to like in this outstanding interactie
exhibition of finely crafted machine by the internationally acclaimed Artisans of Florence — Teknoart. -
The exhibition presents over 60 machines based on the original drawings of da Vinci, featuring his -
amazing flying machines, nautical, hydraulic and architectural innovations, groundbreaking
applications of civil engineering and terrifying war machines. &
For more information go to the website at

- http://www.davincimuseum.com.au/DocumentRoot/php/ho_

mephp
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The Australian Association for the Education of the Gifted and
Talented (AAEGT) is a national body with representation from all Australian
States and Territories

AAEGT Report

The new AAEGT President Wilma Vialle took over her role at the AGM last October.
Directors continue to work on various areas of the 3 Year Plan. Changes are being made
to the AAEGT website and a start has been made to establishing a research data base
relating to giftedness. The Australasian Journal of Gifted Education is published twice

yearly.

Lobbying continued during last year with presentations to members of both main Political
parties. Time will tell how the new government will respond to gifted education.

Some of the current money made available in this years budget is funding a series of
workshops run by GERRIC in Sydney. We have not been able to determine whether these
will be available to download for those unable to get to Sydney venues.

The AAEGT National Conference this year will be held in Hobart from July 9 — 11. More
information is available on the conference website at http://www.giftedconference.org.au/
and registration is now open. This is a great opportunity for teachers and parents to meet
and share ideas with others in the field.

Your GATCA membership automatically makes you a member of AAEGT as GATCA is an
affiliated association.
Derrin Cramer

Conferences this year:

AUSTRALIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE EDUCATION OF GIFTED AND TALENTED
(AAEGT) Biennial Conference

Hobart, Tasmania, Australia.

July 9-11, 2008

http://www.qgiftedconference.org.au/

The 10" Asia Pacific Conference on Giftedness in
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore.

July 14 -18, 2008

http://www.10apcqifted.org/

Australian Primary Talent Search (APTS) and ASSET e xams

Unfortunately this wonderful opportunity for off level testing will not be available this year
as GERRIC are undertaking a review of their operations including these tests. Hopefully
an opportunity will be available again in 2009.

Teachers and parents may be familiar with the work of Dr Michael Pyryt who passed '
away suddenly in January. You may like to find out more about this wonderful man and |
read tributes from many prominent people in gifted education at this website ; |
+ http://giftedsig.blogspot.com/

.............................................................. _J
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The following article appeared in a recent newsletter from SENG (Supporting Emotional Needs of the
Gifted). It was written by Wenda Sheard, J.D., Ph.D. and a Director of SENG. Wenda is an attorney, a
teacher and the mother of three gifted children living in Connecticut.

Although this article came from the USA, the idea that parents and teachers need to look beyond the obvious
when considering what friendship really is, is useful to us all.

[ * )

As a parent and gifted advocate for over twenty years, I've
heard hundreds of stories about gifted children and their
friendships. Teachers worry about children who play alone at
| recess; parents want their children invited to birthday parties.
Everyone knows that friendships are an important part of life.

How might friendships of gifted children differ from friendships of other children?

In this article | first sketch some events that happened to my own children and students
over the years. Rather than reveal details that can be traced to individual children, I've
created two “composite” children—Sam and Nina. After sharing the sketches, | share
some basic observations about gifted children and their friendships.

As young children, Sam and Nina enjoyed life. The student-teacher ratio at their university-
based preschool was sufficiently favourable that the children enjoyed the company of
adults whenever they wished. If Sam or Nina wished to talk about Norse mythology or frog
biology at preschool, one of the three adults in each classroom would have time to listen
and share reflections. The fact that few of their classmates enjoyed reading Norse
mythology or learning frog biology didn’t cause Sam or Nina to feel any social isolation.

At home, Sam and Nina had each other and their parents for company. Sam and Nina also
enjoyed visits with their cousins. Once when he was five-years-old, Sam spent two hours
playing chess with a six-year-old cousin. Their parents noted that neither Sam nor Nina
nor their cousin had chess-playing partners in kindergarten. Sam and Nina’s social skills in
kindergarten by necessity developed around games they learned in prior years.

During first grade, Nina's teacher complimented her social skills by noting that Nina plays
well with all children, especially those who are otherwise loners. The teacher interpreted
this fact as “Nina has many friends,” but Nina’s mother thought “Nina can feel the pain of
the children on the fringes, so she makes a special effort to help those children.”

One afternoon Nina came home from second grade and announced that she had been
nominated for student council. In an effort to prepare Nina for the possibility that a more
popular child might win the election, Nina’s mother explained, “It's ok if you don’t win
because then another child will have the chance to feel special.” The next day, Nina
withdrew her name from the election, telling her teacher, “I want another child to have the
chance to feel special.” When the teacher told Nina's mom what happened, the teacher
praised Nina, but Nina’'s mom acutely felt the difference between Nina and the other
children in the class and wondered whether Nina's classmates might understand her
complex thoughts, feelings, and motives.

Sam was quiet during most of his elementary school years, but because he played ball
with other boys during recess, and because other boys invited him to birthday parties,
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most adults assumed he had friends. Only the gifted program teacher noticed Sam’s lack
of close friendships. She encouraged Sam to share himself with other children in the gifted
classroom. Sam learned quickly that some of the other children in the gifted classroom
shared his interests and appreciated his sense of humour. Within a few months, the gifted
teacher happily allowed an instance of disruptive behaviour by Sam as he experienced the
loud joy of true friendship during one class session.

Many important lessons emerge from Sam and Nina’'s experiences. First, what appears to
be a friendship from an adult perspective might not be a friendship from the child’s
perspective. Gifted children learn quickly what friendships should look like. Some gifted
children mimic close friendships with others during recess, knowing that others don’t share
their chess skills or mythology interests.

Second, although some adults think that children need many friends, some gifted children
are satisfied by having just one or two friends, or by having only their family members as
friends. When gifted children have friendship needs satisfied by family members, they
might not feel the need to build close friendships at

school.

Third, gifted children are more likely to enjoy close
friendships with children who share their interests.
Sometimes a gifted child will have one friend for chess
playing at home, another friend for recess activities at
school, and a third friend for sharing complex
computer games. Adults, too, sometimes share one
interest with one friend and other interests with other
friends. Some of these friendships might be close; others might not be close.

The need for true friendships becomes more critical for gifted children during the teen
years. In her article, Bright star—Black sky: A phenomenological study of depression as a
window into the psyche of the gifted adolescent, psychologist P. Sue Jackson identified
three important needs of gifted adolescents: the need for knowledge, the need for
communion with others, and the need for expression. Jackson defined the need for
communion as the need “to be able to exchange thoughts and emotions or share
something in common involving strong emotional or spiritual exchange.”

| recommend that all parents of gifted children read Jackson’s entire article to learn more
about the importance and characteristics of true friendships in gifted children. Her article,
which was originally published in Roeper Review, is available on the SENG website
http://www.sengifted.org/articles counseling/Jackson_BrightStarBlackSky.shtml

May we all help the gifted children and adults in our lives achieve true friendships that
allow the sharing of their interests, their humour, and their beings.

For further information about friendship amongst gifted children you may also like to read:

Play partner or sure shelter: What gifted children look for in friendship
http://www.qgt-cybersource.org/Record.aspx?NavID=2 0&rid=12377

The Gifted Child and the Gift of Friendship
http://www.gt-cybersource.org/Record.aspx?NaviD=2 0&rid=11341
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PAID ADVERTISING

PLEASE NOTE: GATCA Insurance precludes anyone offering advice or counselling for or on behalf of GATCA WA. GATCA WA and
any of it's representatives can only offer general information. Any advice sought or received from parties connected or claiming
connection with GATCA should be considered a private arranaement in no wav provided by GATCA WA.

GATCA is pleased to be able to assist its members to access

the services of a psychologist with expertise in testing and the

social/ emotional and educational needs of the gifted. Cost of
testing is comparable to testing in Perth

Visiting Consultant
Psychologist

Fiona Smith
BA. Hons (Psych) M.Ed. (Gifted Education)

specialising in working with gifted
children and adolescents

Fiona had 6 years experience at the Gifted Education
Research Resource Information Centre at UNSW

Testing — Fiona uses the Stanford Binet Version 5
(SB5) the latest Binet instrument for measuring
intellectual ability and has expertise in assessing highly
gifted children. She is aware of the intensities and
sensitivities that often accompany giftedness and has
learned how important it is to gain a strong rapport with
the child during assessment. Using the SB 5 Fiona
constructs a detailed profile of strengths and relative
weaknesses which are suitable for children who have
previously been tested on another instrument and for
those who have not been previously tested.

Counselling - individual and small group
counselling sessions will also be available.

For details contact Kriss Muskett
on 9385 7962 or 0402 090 621

Gifted Education Consultant

Derrin Cramer
M Ed (Gifted and Talented), Dip Teach (ECE), CoGE

Parents

Do you have a gifted child but are struggling to get
accommodations to challenge them at school?

Have you had your child assessed and are not sure how to
understand what the report tells you, or how to approach the
school?

Or do you just need some support or advice about what to do
next?

Derrin is a qualified teacher with practical experience working
with gifted children in school, family and holiday workshop
settings.

With her wide experience she is well placed to assist you with
- Parent and family counselling
Interpreting and explaining psych reports
Advocacy and mediation with schools
Holiday workshop programs and other opportunities
Workshops and seminars for parents and teachers

For a personal appointment please contact Derrin on

Phone 9474 4594

Thinking Ahead Extension Workshops ABN 50 017 429 348
PO Box 171 Como WA 6952 ph 9474 4594
www.thinkingahead.com.au  derrin@thinkingahead.com.au

Gifted Education Consultant

Derrin Cramer
M Ed (Gifted and Talented), Dip Teach (ECE), CoGE

Schools

Derrin is a qualified teacher with specialist training in gifted
education. She has practical experience working with gifted
children in school settings in addition to her work with
families and in holiday workshops.

With her background and experience she can offer:

Advice for teachers dealing with gifted students
Assistance to schools in developing gifted programs
Support with developing IEP’s for gifted students
Assistance with School Policy development
In-school enrichment opportunities for students
Resources

Support for parents

Professional development workshops and seminars
PD tailored to your specific school needs

For an appointment or to arrange a seminar or
workshop please contact Derrin on

Phone 9474 4594

Thinking Ahead Extension Workshops ABN 50 017 429 348
PO Box 171 Como WA 6952 ph 9474 4594
www.thinkingahead.com.au derrin@thinkingahead.com.au

JOHN BAILEY: EDUCATION CONSULTANT

VERY ABLE & GIFTED CHILDREN

(J R Bailey & Associates - established 1995)
ABN: 76 443 194 587

John is highly qualified and has very extensive experience in
all areas relating to gifted children including very young
children.

He has been working with and advising gifted children,
families and schools for over 20 years

All  schooling issues (including): identification,
underachievement, acceleration, planning and program
development, perfectionism, friendships, bullying, anxiety,
learning styles, intensities, disengagement, boredom,
relationships...

Home issues (including): intensities, general behaviour,
motivation, frustration, homework, anxiety, friendships and
relationships, siblings, communicating with teachers and
principals...

Assessment and support in developing individual education
plans, explanation of psychometric tests

WWW: www.educatingthegifted.com
email: info@educatingthegifted.com
phone: 9368 6466 or 0417 965178
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MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION FORM AND INVOICE
ABN 86196459712

Membership benefits include:

a quarterly journal

access to the most comprehensive resource library on gifted education in WA
information services

children's activities

discounted admission to regular workshops with local and national experts
membership to the Australian Association for the Education of the Gifted and

Talented)
LA E= 10 PP
(Please include a contact name for institutional membership)

X [0TSR TP PPRPPPTN
.................................................................................................. PostCode..........coovvviiiiiiiinee,
Occupation () ........
Telephone ..., H) oo, (W) Home fax
Mobile ... BNl
12 month subscription (GST is not charged) Tick Appropriate Box(es)
Family Membership $55.00
Additional newsletter $15.00
Concession Membership (copy of card needed) $35.00
Country/Interstate Membership $55.00
(If a sub group of GATCA exists in your area in the country,
a portion of your membership is remitted to your local group)
Institutions (2 newsletters + workshops positions) $80.00

$o
Payment Enclosed Cheque (payable to GATCA) Money Order
Payment by EFT can be arranged. Please email the Treasurer for details on avongatel@aapt.net.au

GATCA WA
C/- of Kriss Muskett

Please detach or copy this form and return it with PO Box 436
your payment to: Floreat WA 6014
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