
 

The Grapevine July 2008 

ABN 86196459712  
PO Box 436 Floreat, WA 6014 

info@gatcawa.org  www.gatcawa.org 

The Grapevine  
 
GATCA HELP LINE 
Phone 9487 0122 
 
COMMITTEE DETAILS 
 

President 
John Bailey 
 

Vice President 
Rosemary Harding 
 

Treasurer 
Denise Talbot 
 

Membership Secretary 
Kriss Muskett 
 

AAEGT Representative 
Derrin Cramer 
 

Committee: 
Early Learners Group: 
Francis Korngold  
Children’s Activities: 
Rosemary Harding  
 

Kate Brough 
Mary Thomas 
Carine Murphy 
 

For further information 
info@gatcawa.org  
 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

What a great beginning to the new committee year. 
I trust you – our members – are finding happiness with your children at 
home and at school. 
 

A lot seems to have happened in such a short space of time this year. We 
have a very active, very strong committee of 10 now, and we look forward 
to welcome more of you to the committee.  You might like to consider 
becoming more involved in the association – regularly or occasionally. The 
more you are able to be involved (only to the extent that time and energy 
permit) the more you will gain. 
 

We have an increasingly active Early Learners Group catering for any 
young (preschool) aged child. We hope this group will expand to expand 
to different areas in Perth. If you are interested in forming or finding out 
about a support group in your area, please contact Frances Korngold for 
more information. 
 

Rosemary Harding has negotiated a wonderful relationship with the 
Mathletics Program. For those of you who haven’t experienced Mathletics, 
it really is a valuable and motivating tool for parents and children alike, 
and it supports all ages and abilities. 
 

We are planning a Spring Picnic this year, and I encourage all of you to 
mark the date in your calendars. The event should be a lot of fun for the 
children, and an opportunity for parent to meet, chat, swap experiences 
and ideas, and meet with committee members and others who work in the 
field of gifted education.  
 

Other low key children’s events are planned for term three and term four. 
These will be fun, stimulating sessions and will allow the children to enjoy 
themselves while parents meet to socialise or network. Please do get 
active and support the new committee by coming along if you can.  
 

As a result of the information Evening with Peter Scaife, we are organising 
a series of Forums or Focus Groups (dates to be determined) to provide 
members to present their concerns, ask questions and make suggestions 
and recommendations which we will present as a submission to the 
Department of Education and Training, The Catholic Education Office, the 
Association of Independent Schools of WA, politicians and others. We 
welcome your involvement. Please check the GATCA website now and 
again to find out when we will be meeting.  
 

While waiting for information about the focus groups, please do take the 
opportunity of using the Parent Discussion Forum (on the website). It may 
be a very useful way of beginning conversations and developing 
discussions. 
 

Our library is continuing to expand – and is now based at Perth Modern 
School. There is more information about accessing the library in this 
newsletter. 
 

We wish you all the very best for the rest of 2008.           
John Bailey

 

Publication deadlines  
July Newsletter 

 

Advertising and articles 
must be received no later 

than October 7 2008 
for consideration 

Please go to www.gatcawa.org 
for advertising guidelines and 

send advertising to 
derrin@thinkingahead.com.au 

Please Note:  the views expressed in this publication are those of the authors of 
the articles, and do not necessarily represent the opinions of GATCA WA. 
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��������� ��������parents and teachers are urged to use the Discussion boards that 

have been included on the GATCA website. Follow the link from the navigation bar of 
www.gatcawa.org  These Discussion Boards were made possible by a grant from AAEGT in 2007.  
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��� ������a scholarship to the value of $500 is available to teachers 

undertaking further study in the area of gifted education. If you are undertaking post graduate studies 
in gifted education and would like to apply for this scholarship please contact Kriss Muskett for more 

information about how this scholarship can help you and help GATCA members.  
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����� You are invited to send your experiences, children’s stories, 

work samples or anything else that you want to see in the Grapevine to 
derrin@thinkingahead.com.au for consideration. 
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Free Rice For every word you get correct, they will donate 20 grains of rice. The goals 

of Free Rice are to provide English vocabulary to everyone for free and help end world 
hunger by providing rice to the hungry for free. http://www.freerice.com/about.html  
 
Design Your Own School interactive software http://redstudio.moma.org/interactive/  
 
Papercraft  downloadable printable paper crafts, toys and gift boxes. Look out for the Room-
a-rang. http://cp.c-ij.com/english/3D-papercraft/index.html 
 
Eternal Egypt Exploring over 500 years of Egyptian civilisation 
Eternal Egypt is a living record of a land rich in art and history, people and places, myths and 
religions. The stories of Eternal Egypt are told using the latest interactive technologies. 
www.eternalegypt.org/EternalEgyptWebsiteWeb/HomeServlet?ee_website_action_key=actio
n.display.home&language_id=1 
 
The Identification of Gifted Girls  This brief article looks at the importance of identifying  
gifted girls early and explains how the characteristics of gifted girls can mean that they are 
harder to find the later we leave it and why testing later can return lower scores.  
www.gatewayseducation.com.au/content/view/77/1/ 
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3P Learning has agreed to offer GATCA members discounted annual subscriptions fees to 
Mathletics,  an Internet based K-12 mathematics program  www.mathletics.com.au and Spellodrome, 
an Internet based spelling program  www.spellodrome.com.au.  Though an annual subscription for 
Mathletics is usually $99.00, for GATCA members, the annual subscription fee will be reduced to 
$30.00.  The Spellodrome annual fee, normally priced at $50.00 and will be available to GATCA 
members for $15.00. A private subscription is not restricted into one set year and allows for 
discretionary control over the course.  The user may select content in any desired arrangement, from 
K - 12 advanced,  at a pace appropriate to the needs of the individual child.  Please direct 
expressions of interest to avongate1@aapt.net.au marked Mathletics and/or Spellodrome in the 
subject line. Interested members are urged to attend the user presentation on 3 September 2008. 
  

MATHLETICS AND SPELLODROME USER PRESENTATION 
by Rod Langlands, Manager of 3P Learning Pty Ltd. 

7.00pm on September 3, 2008 at Perth Modern School,   Subiaco (entry via Subiaco Rd.) 
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Changes are being made to the GATCA Library housed at 
Perth Modern School   

 
The GATCA Library is currently unavailable as it is undergoing reconstruction to become 
part of Perth Modern School’s library. Access to the library will then be 5 days a week and 
country members will benefit via the education departments interlibrary loan system through 
their local state school. The library should be ready for use again during term 3. Please 
watch our website for an updated list of books and loan periods.  

Our warm thanks go to Robyn White (Principal of Perth Modern School) and her team for 
this generous collaboration that will benefit our membership greatly. 

If you have outstanding books could you please email Kriss at muskett@iinet.net.au   so we 
can arrange collection. 

______________________________________________________________ 

 �	�!������	���	���"���� �	�!������	���	���"���� �	�!������	���	���"���� �	�!������	���	���"����  (Pre-school aged children) 
 

Two new Early Learner’s Groups, catering for pre-school children (ages 2 – 6 years) have formed 
recently, with groups meeting in Shenton Park and Whitfords, on a monthly basis.  Numbers are 
steadily increasing, and we are looking forward to meeting any new parents of gifted pre-school age 
children (2 - 6 years), who would like to join us. 
 
A new group is now also starting up in the Hills area, meeting on a weekly basis in Parkerville.  This 
group will also cater specifically for gifted children in the 2 – 6 years old age bracket. 
 
All three groups aim to provide friendship and support to parents of gifted pre-school aged children.  
Parents are free to openly discuss their children’s development, and to share ideas, issues and 
information.  We encourage you to bring your children along, as the meetings provide the opportunity 
for children to find playmates who are on a similar level. 
 
The Shenton Park meeting is held at the Warehouse Café on Onslow Road.  Parents chat over 
coffee while the children play.  There is an area for parents and children at the rear of the café, with 
toys to play with. 
 
The Hillary’s meeting is held at Fun Station indoor play centre, next to Whitfords Shopping Centre.  
There is a café with a variety of food available, and various climbing equipment, arts and crafts and 
train rides to entertain the children.  Fun Station charges a small entry fee. 
 
The Parkerville group will be run as a weekly playgroup, and incurs a charge of $20 per term, plus a 
once yearly fee for WA Playgroups insurance, at a cost of $27 (if already paid for other WA playgroup 
insurance, then you don’t have to pay this again).   These fees cover the cost of tea/coffee/milo, craft 
and play equipment.  It also allows members to receive discounts at various shops. Starting soon on 
Wednesdays, 11:30am – 1:30pm 
 
Dates and times are included on the Coming Events page. Please contact Frances Korngold on 
9562-3399 or frances_korngold@yahoo.com for further information, or should you wish to join the 
group.  Please let us know your contact details if you are intending to come along, in case 
there is a change of venue or times. 
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These events are free to members . The venue for Information nights 

will be Perth Modern School. Enter via Subiaco Rd (turn into the driveway on 
the east side of the Gym (2 story building) and follow the signs from there. A 

map can be found on the GATCA website at www.gatcawa.org (see Diary page) 
 

Information Nights are generally held from 7.00 – 9.00 pm on the 1st 
Wednesday of each month. Discussion and coffee follows the 

information session. 
 

Please check the GATCA website and Parents Forum for more 
information each month about the topic.  

 

August 6 th  Derrin Cramer – The International Perspective  
Observations and comments from visits to a number of gifted 
schools and events in the USA earlier this year and from the 

recent Asia Pacific Conference in Singapore.  
 

    
 

September 2 nd Rod Langlands – Mathletics  and Spelladrome  
User Presentation  

  

October 1 st please check the website  
 

RSVP required by email to muskett@iinet.net.au  if you 
are planning to attend.  
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Claremont Community Centre, Hakea Room 1 -3 pm 

Just One Piece of Paper 
What ever can you do with just one piece of 

paper? How big will it be? Could it be a kite, a 
cubby, a plane, a bird, a book??????? Come 

and enjoy an afternoon of creative fun where we 
will brainstorm and then try out some ideas.  

 

The coffee shop in the Community Centre will be open for 
parents to meet and chat while the kids are busily engaged 

together.  
���� _________________________    

!������	���	���"����!������	���	���"����!������	���	���"����!������	���	���"���� ����
 

There are now a number of 
groups for families with 
preschool age children.  

 
 Contact 
Frances 

Korngold on 
9562 3399 for 

details about the locations and 
for more information  

 
Dates for this term are 

 
Shenton Park  at the 

Warehouse Café 9.30 – 11.30 
Monday 4th August,  

Monday 1st September, 
Monday 6th October, 

Hillarys at the Fun Station at 
9.30 on 

Friday 1st August 
Friday 5th September 
Friday 10th October 

Parkerville starting soon 
_____________ 

Psych 
Assessments  

 

Fiona Smith will be 
returning to Perth again 
later in the year. Please 
contact Kriss Muskett on    

9385-7962 to discuss 
testing for your child. 

_____________ 
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Postgraduate Certificate in Gifted 
and Talented Education  
at Murdoch University  

Contact Dr Susan McKenzie on 9360 
2527 or email 

s.mckenzie@murdoch.edu.au  for more 
information 

 

Physics, Chemisty and Maths Prep and 
Primer Classes held at Murdoch University  

Term  3 Prep courses for Yr 6 and above and Primer for 
Secondary Students commence Week 2 of term. Yr 10 – 
12 students may also now formally be enrolled with OUA 

and received credit to their WACE 
Contact Jennifer Searcy at j.searcy@murdoch.edu.au or 

9360 6015 

 �	� �	� �	� �	� !��	+��*��%��$!��	+��*��%��$!��	+��*��%��$!��	+��*��%��$ �����	���,)��	���,)��	���,)��	���,)�- ---����.���,.���,.���,.���,� ���
This 3 ½ day residential program for gifted adolescents in Years 8 – 11 will be held at New Norcia. 

Students will participate in their selected course for approx 4 hours each morning with other sessions 
focussing on topics including identity, thinking and learning, career planning, skills for peak 

performance and leadership and time to meet and mix with other gifted young people. For more 
information see www.thinkingahead.coml.au/eureka.htm  

 

 

Mothers and Daughters Math Program October 08 
 

Would you like your daughter to: 
·  Have a positive attitude towards math? 
·  Work confidently in math, near her ability level? 
 

Girls often do not reach their potential in math. Many girls as early as eleven years of age express a 
dislike (or a fear) of math, or simply underachieve in math. This leads to an underdevelopment of 
math skills and may eventually limit their ability to enter many rewarding careers. 
 

Mothers  have a critical role to play in supporting their daughters’ math learning. 
GATCA is pleased to offer a program to equip the mothers of primary school girls with the skills to 
assist their daughters to develop math confidence and competence. 
 

Through this course you will: 
·  Learn how mothers can model strong math learning behaviours and the importance of being 

involved in girls’ math learning 
·  Acquire skills to be mathematically successful 
·  �Revisit and update your basic primary school math knowledge and skills 
·  �Find out why girls reject high tech, high paying professional career pathways 
·  �Understand the progression of high-school math courses 
·  �Learn how internal and external barriers lead to lowered expectations. 

 

This initiative has been made possible with the support of the Hon Julie Bishop MP and the 
Department of Education Science and Training. 

 

NO knowledge of math at any level is required. To f ind out more ring or email Kriss on Tel: 
93857962 / 0402090621 or email: muskett@iinet.net.au   
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Peter Scaife the Manager of Gifted and Talented Education in the Department of Education and 
Training (serving all state schools) recently spoke to GATCA members. 
 

As a result of the talk GATCA is planning a series of Focus Groups for parents to meet to discuss key 
issues and concerns with the aim of developing recommendations for GATCA to present to the 
GATE team and other educational decision makers and others. Check the website for details or 

contact John Bailey via the website. 
 

A more detailed report of the night will be posted on the GATCA website.
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Nicci Johnson was the recipient of a GATCA Study Scholarship in 2007. She currently works at Penrhos 
College and in this article reports on the benefits beyond the trophies when gifted kids get together. 

 

Future Problem Solving Program: International Confe rence 2008 
Michigan State University       May 29 – June 1 200 8 
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For more information about Future Problem Solving in Australia go to www.fpsp.org.au or for information about 
FPS in WA you can go to www.fpswa.org or contact Brad Hilliard brad@fpswa.org 

 
 

 
 The Australian Association for the Education of the  Gifted and 
Talented  (AAEGT) is a national body with representation from all 
Australian States and Territories 
 

AAEGT Report (brief due to lack of space)
A very successful National Conference was held in Hobart in July featuring an excellent range of 
speakers from Australia, New Zealand and overseas. A larger number of West Australians from 
across all education sectors as well as parents attended. 
 

Following the conference in Hobart I successfully represented AAEGT in bidding for the next Asia 
Pacific Conference which will be held in Sydney in 2010.  There was a buzz of excitement when 
the announcement was made and we will benefit from the opportunity to share expertise with our 
near neighbours. Keep an eye on the soon to be updated AAEGT website for more information and 
also for presentations from the Hobart Conference.  www.aaegt.net.au                    Derrin Cramer 



The Grapevine July 2008 

 
Gifted Education Consultant 

 

Derrin Cramer   
M Ed (Gifted and Talented), Dip Teach (ECE), CoGE  

 

Parents 
 

Do you have a gifted child but are struggling to get 
accommodations to challenge them at school? 

 

Have you had your child assessed and are not sure how to 
understand what the report tells you, or how to approach the 

school? 
 

Or do you just need some support or advice about what to do 
next?  

 

Derrin is a qualified teacher with practical experience working 
with gifted children in school, family and holiday workshop 

settings.  
 

With her wide experience she is well placed to assist you with  
·  Parent and family counselling 
·  Interpreting and explaining psych reports 
·  Advocacy and mediation with schools 
·  Holiday workshop programs and other opportunities 
·  Workshops and seminars for parents and teachers 

 

For a personal appointment please contact Derrin on  
 

Phone 9474 4594 
 

Thinking Ahead Extension Workshops ABN 50 017 429 348 
PO Box 171 Como WA 6952  ph 9474 4594 

www.thinkingahead.com.au      derrin@thinkingahead.com.au 

  
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
      
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAID ADVERTISING 
 

PLEASE NOTE: GATCA Insurance precludes anyone offering advice or counselling for or on behalf of GATCA WA. GATCA WA and 
any of it’representatives can only offer general information. Any advice sought or received from parties connected or claiming connection 

with GATCA should be considered a private arrangement in no way provided by GATCA WA. 
GATCA is pleased to be able to assist its members to access 
the services of a psychologist with expertise in testing and the 
social/ emotional and educational needs of the gifted. Cost of 

testing is comparable to testing in Perth 
Visiting Consultant 

Psychologist 
Fiona Smith  

BA. Hons (Psych) M.Ed. (Gifted Education) 
 

specialising in working with gifted 
children and adolescents 

Fiona had 6 years experience at the Gifted Education 
Research Resource Information Centre at UNSW  

 

Testing – Fiona uses the Stanford Binet Version 5 
(SB5) the latest Binet instrument for measuring 

intellectual ability and has expertise in assessing highly 
gifted children. She is aware of the intensities and 

sensitivities that often accompany giftedness and has 
learned how important it is to gain a strong rapport with 

the child during assessment. Using the SB 5 Fiona 
constructs a detailed profile of strengths and relative 
weaknesses which are suitable for children who have 
previously been tested on another instrument and for 

those who have not been previously tested. 
 

Counselling  – individual and small group 
counselling sessions will also be available. 

 

For details contact Kriss Muskett  
on 9385 7962 or 0402 090 621 

J OHN B AILE Y :  EDUCATI ON CONSU LTANT  

VE RY A BLE  &  G I FTE D CHI LDRE N  

(J R Bailey & Associates - established 1995) 
ABN: 76 443 194 587 

 
John is highly qualified and has very extensive experience in 

all areas  relating to gifted children including very young  
children. 

 
He has been working with and advising gifted children, 

families and schools for over 20 years  
 
All schooling issues (including):   identification, 
underachievement, acceleration, planning and program 
development, perfectionism, friendships, bullying, anxiety, 
learning styles, intensities, disengagement, boredom, 
relationships… 
 
Home issues (including):   intensities, general behaviour, 
motivation, frustration, homework, anxiety, friendships and 
relationships, siblings, communicating with teachers and 
principals…  
 
Assessment  and support in developing individual education 
plans, explanation of psychometric tests 
 
www:  www.educatingthegifted.com  
 
email:  info@educatingthegifted.com   
 
phone:  9368 6466  or  0417 965 178  

 
Gifted Education Consultant 

 

Derrin Cramer   
M Ed (Gifted and Talented), Dip Teach (ECE), CoGE  

 

Schools 
 

Derrin is a qualified teacher with specialist training in gifted 
education. She has practical experience working with gifted 

children in school settings in addition to her work with families 
and in holiday workshops.  

 

With her background and experience she can offer: 
 

·  Advice for teachers dealing with gifted students 
·  Assistance to schools in developing gifted  programs  
·  Support with developing IEP’s for gifted students 
·  Assistance with School Policy development 
·  In-school enrichment opportunities for students 
·  Resources 
·  Support for parents 
·  Professional development workshops and seminars  
·  PD tailored to your specific school needs 

 

For an appointment or to arrange a seminar or workshop 
please contact Derrin on  

 
 

Phone 9474 4594 
 

 

Thinking Ahead Extension Workshops ABN 50 017 429 348 
PO Box 171 Como WA 6952  ph 9474 4594  

www.thinkingahead.com.au      derrin@thinkingahead.com.au 
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